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LONGWOOD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA AND 
NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC PERFORM  
SYMPHONIC RELIEF FOR HAITI: A global concert to benefit Partners In Health
(BOSTON) – Spearheading an international effort to Heal the Community through Music, Boston-based Longwood Symphony Orchestra and New England Conservatory of Music, presents “Symphonic Relief for Haiti” at NEC’s Jordan Hall.  Featured artists will include Paula Robison, Richard Stoltzman, Jonathan McPhee and A Far Cry.
On January 31, 2010, LSO and NEC will join thousands of musicians around the world performing concerts in solidarity to raise funds for the work in Haiti of Partners In Health.
Longwood Symphony Orchestra and LSO Artistic Director Jonathan McPhee will join faculty and student musicians from the New England Conservatory of Music to perform a benefit concert that includes works by Bach, Tchaikovsky, and Albert Schweitzer Portrait by Gene Scheer.  The Boston Children’s Chorus, A Far Cry and seventeen year-old Haitian-American violinist Aurélie Théramène, representing Project STEP, will also perform.
The goal of Symphonic Relief for Haiti is three-fold: 
· to raise funds, through the gift of music, for the work of Partners In Health in Haiti
· to honor the men and women who are devoting their time and expertise in  Haiti
· to stand in solidarity with the local Haitian community
Partners In Health Longwood Symphony Orchestra is proud to support the efforts of Partners In Health, a 2006 LSO Community Partner.  Partners In Health (PIH) works to bring modern medical care to poor communities in nine countries around the world.  Based in Boston, PIH employs more than 11,000 people worldwide, including doctors, nurses and community health workers in Boston and beyond. 

On January 16, 2010 the PIH/Zanmi Lasante team was designated by the World Health Organization to serve alongside Haitian Ministry of Health as coordinators of the public University Hospital (HUEH) in Port-au-Prince, supporting the administration and staff in restoring services at the city's central hospital.
Albert Schweitzer Portrait Under the direction of Artistic Director and Conductor Jonathan McPhee, LSO will perform Albert Schweitzer Portrait by American composer Gene Scheer. This work was co-commissioned by Longwood Symphony Orchestra and the Albert Schweitzer Fellowship in 2009. It immortalizes the legacy of Dr. Albert Schweitzer whose work as a physician, musician and humanitarian translated idealism into action, eliminating health care inequalities through direct service.  Dr. Schweitzer urged young people to "grow into your ideals so that life can never rob you of them."  
Longwood Symphony Orchestra has been recognized by the League of American Orchestras as a model of community engagement for orchestras nationwide. LSO’s highly trained musicians are also medical professionals, dedicated to Healing the Community through Music.
New England Conservatory is dedicated to nurturing artistic sensibility and creative growth of its students.  NEC aspires to ensure that music as a transcendent expression of human civilization has a central place in contemporary society.  
LSO will be joined by student musicians from New England Conservatory, Boston University, Longy School of Music and the Boston Conservatory.

All musicians are donating their time and expertise to this ambitious effort because of their belief that music builds human capacity, elevates the soul and prepares their students for lives that enhance the public good.  

· For more information about the concert, please visit longwoodsymphony.org or contact 617.667.1527
· To purchase tickets to the event, contact the Jordan Hall Box Office at 617.585.1260.  

· To make a donation directly to Partners In Health, go to http://act.pih.org/page/outreach/view/haitiearthquake/symphonicrelief
FACT SHEET
WHO:
Longwood Symphony Orchestra, Jonathan McPhee, Artistic Director and Conductor

New England Conservatory of Music


Boston Children’s Chorus

 A Far Cry

Project STEP, Aurelie Theremene violinist


 Student musicians from The Boston Conservatory, Boston University, and Longy School of Music
 

WHAT:
Symphonic Relief for Haiti: A global concert to benefit Partners In Health
WHEN:

Sunday, January 31, 2010 – 12:30-2:00
WHERE:
New England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall

290 Huntington Avenue

Boston, MA 02115

MBTA: Green line “E” train to Symphony stop or Orange line to Mass Ave stop.

 
TICKETS:
All proceeds will go to Partners In Health’s STAND BY HAITI  initiative. 

All  general admission Tickets are $25 and available through the Jordan Hall Box Office or online at www.necmusic.edu or by phone at 617.585.1260.

MEDIA NOTES

Something here about NEC opportunities
· LSO President Dr. Lisa M. Wong and Artistic Director Jonathan McPhee are available for interviews prior to the concert.  
· For interviews with musicians at NEC, please contact Ellen Pfeifer at Ellen.pfeifer@necmusic.edu
· Photographs of LSO players and concerts are available in digital form.
· Concerts are open to the media, with advance registration. For interviews or to RSVP to the concert, please contact General Manager, Jillian Scales, at info@longwoodsymphony.org or call 617.667.1527.
# # #
ABOUT THE ARTISTS

LONGWOOD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Longwood Symphony Orchestra is a unique ensemble established in 1982 with a mission is to perform concerts of musical excellence and innovation while supporting medically-related nonprofit organizations.  Nearly eighty percent of the orchestra’s 120 musicians are health care professionals, including physicians and medical students from Boston University School of Medicine, Harvard Medical School, Tufts University School of Medicine and U. Mass. Medical School.  
Longwood Symphony Orchestra’s musical mission is as unique as its medical mission. Artistic Director Jonathan McPhee leads LSO in four annual concerts that feature a blend of repertoire standards and less-recognized masterpieces and performs at least one Boston premiere each season.  LSO has reintroduced Boston audiences to works by American composers Barber, Copland and Dello Joio.  In 2009, LSO co-commissioned a new work, Albert Schweitzer Portrait with the words of Nobel Peace Prize laureate Dr. Albert Schweitzer, the music of Gene Scheer, arranged and adapted by Jonathan McPhee.
Longwood Symphony Orchestra’s three major programs combine music, medicine and service to Heal the Community through Music.

Healing Art of Music™ program: Established in 1991, LSO’s award-winning program is designed to help raise awareness and funds for the community’s medically underserved by partnering with health-related nonprofits.  To date, LSO has collaborated with 35 Community Partners, raised over $850,000 and touched the lives of thousands of patients and clients.  In 2007, LSO received the Excellence in Community Engagement Award from the League of American Orchestras for this unique program.

 LSO on Call is a chamber music outreach initiative that brings music directly to those who can no longer attend concerts. LSO chamber musicians perform monthly concerts in hospital wards, rehabilitation centers, and health care facilities.  This program brings healing music to patients, healthcare staff, and to the healer musicians themselves.
LSO Community Conversations is a series of lectures and symposia on the dialogue between the arts and sciences. Topics have included the role of the arts in global AIDS and role of creativity in addressing domestic violence, on International Women’s Day.  In 2008, LSO traveled to London for performances and lectures on Innovations in Cancer Care. In 2009, LSO’s “Crossing the Corpus Callosum: Neuroscience, Healing and the Arts” drew experts, artists and physicians from six states and ten academic institutions.

Longwood Symphony Orchestra presents a comprehensive model of artistic vision and service.  LSO received the 2007 MetLife Award for Excellence in Community Engagement from the League of American Orchestras and today continues to set an example for community engagement nationwide.

For more information about Longwood Symphony Orchestra, visit our website www.longwoodsymphony.org or call 617-667-1527.

JONATHAN MCPHEE 

Named Music Director and Conductor of the Longwood Symphony Orchestra in 2004 and Artistic Director in 2008, Mr. McPhee is also Music Director of the Lexington Symphony Orchestra, Boston Ballet Orchestra, as well as for the Nashua Symphony Orchestra & Chorus in New Hampshire.

Recent guest engagements include the Portland Symphony Orchestra, Plymouth Philharmonic, Youngstown Symphony Orchestra, the Orquesta Sinfonica de Tenerife in Spain, and the Lithuanian National Orchestra.  Mr. McPhee has also appeared with the BBC Scottish Symphony, Buffalo Philharmonic, the Louisiana Philharmonic, The Hague Philharmonic, Rochester Philharmonic, San Francisco Symphony, Orchestre Colonne (Paris), the National Philharmonic in London, the Danish Radio Symphony Orchestra, and the Bergen Philharmonic in Norway, among others.  Mr. McPhee has conducted for many of the world's premier dance companies, including the New York City Ballet, The Royal Ballet (England), Martha Graham Dance Company, National Ballet of Canada, and the Australian Ballet.  In addition, Mr. McPhee has also conducted opera, appearing with Opera Boston, the American Opera Center in New York, and Boston University Opera, and further extends his diverse repertoire with pops concerts, musical theatre and operetta.

Mr. McPhee's works as an arranger and composer are in the repertoires of orchestras and ballet companies around the world.  His edition of Stravinsky's Rite of Spring is the only authorized reduced orchestration of this work.  Mr. McPhee's compositions and arrangements are published by Boosey & Hawkes, Inc. and his edition of Stravinsky's complete Firebird for Boosey & Hawkes was recently performed by the Philadelphia Orchestra and Baltimore Symphony.

An active educator of both music and ballet, Mr. McPhee is an Artistic Advisor for Young Audiences of Massachusetts and his work with Boston's WCRB-FM on "Kids' Classical Hour" resulted in a 1998 Gabriel Award.

Born in Philadelphia, Mr. McPhee received his L.R.A.M. from the London Royal Academy of Music and a B.M. and M.M. from the Juilliard School.  While at Juilliard, Mr. McPhee was the recipient of a Naumburg Scholarship in Conducting and English Horn.  He has studied with Leonard Brain, David Diamond, Thomas Stacy, Rudolf Kempe, Sixten Ehrling, and participated in master classes with Sir Georg Solti and James Levine at Juilliard.

