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LONGWOOD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA PRESENTS 
PHILIP EDWARD FISHER in Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 3 
Concert to benefit Asian Task Force Against Domestic Violence (ATASK)
(BOSTON) – On May 1, 2010, Longwood Symphony Orchestra, the orchestra of Boston’s medical community, will present a concert of Rachmaninoff and Nielsen at New England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall.   The concert will raise community awareness on the important topic of domestic violence prevention with its Community Partner, Asian Task Force Against Domestic Violence (ATASK).  Under the baton of Artistic Director and Conductor Jonathan McPhee, LSO will perform a duo of powerful works that showcase the resilience of the human spirit.
The best known of his symphonies, Carl Nielsen wrote of his 4th Symphony “I have an idea for a new composition, which has no programme but will express what we understand as the spirit of life or manifestations of life…that which is inextinguishable.”  This moving work will be paired with Sergei Rachmaninoff’s towering Piano Concerto No. 3, featuring British pianist Philip Edward Fisher.

Longwood Symphony Orchestra is thrilled to be joined by Philip Edward Fisher, a pianist widely recognized for his refined style and exceptional versatility. He has travelled internationally as a soloist, across Europe, Africa and the United States.  Additionally known for his unique chamber music abilities, Mr. Fisher has become a highly sought-after ensemble performer, giving over fifty concerts per year.  Mr. Fisher first performed with LSO in June 2008 as part of their first ever tour to London, Bridging the Atlantic: Innovations in Cancer Care. 

Through its Healing Art of Music™ program, each Longwood Symphony Orchestra concert is in collaboration with a health care organization. For this concert, LSO partners with the Asian Task Force Against Domestic Violence (ATASK).  ATASK is dedicated to preventing domestic violence in Asian families and communities and providing hope to survivors. ATASK is New England’s only provider of linguistically and culturally appropriate services and programs for Asian survivors of domestic violence.  ATASK offers Housing in our emergency shelter, Outreach to Asian communities and a 24-hour multi-lingual helpline, Programs and services that support clients and their children and empower them to live independent lives, and Education and training for youth, providers, and the public. Linda Chin, the president of ATASK expressed her gratitude towards LSO by stating: “We’re so fortunate to partner with LSO. The concert will be an amazing gathering as we celebrate the courage of our clients, acknowledge the passion of our staff, board, volunteers, and supporters, and ring in our wish for a peaceful world without violence.” Longwood Symphony Orchestra is proud to partner with ATASK for this concert.

                                                            

Recognized in 2007 by the League of American Orchestras as a model of community engagement for orchestras nationwide,   Longwood Symphony Orchestra has partnered with 35 local medical organizations since 1991, helping them raise thousands of dollars, improve care for the medically underserved, and increase community awareness for their cause. 

Longwood Symphony Orchestra recently premiered LSO on Call, a series of chamber music concerts in health care settings across Massachusetts, designed to bring music to patients who might not otherwise be able to hear classical music. 
FACT SHEET
WHO:
Longwood Symphony Orchestra perform in support of Asian Task Force Against Domestic Violence (ATASK) which is dedicated to preventing domestic violence and promoting hope among survivors.
 

WHAT:
Carl Nielsen’s Symphony No. 4 “The Inextinguishable” and Sergei Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 3 in D minor, Opus 30 featuring pianist Philip Edward Fisher. 
WHEN:

Saturday, May 1, 2010 - 8:00 PM

WHERE:
New England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall

290 Huntington Avenue

Boston, MA 02115

MBTA: Green line “E” train to Symphony stop or Orange line to Mass Ave stop.

 

TICKETS:
Individual concert tickets range from $20-$40. All tickets are available online at www.longwoodsymphony.org or by phone at 617.667.1527.

MEDIA NOTES

· LSO President Dr. Lisa M. Wong, Artistic Director Jonathan McPhee and pianist Philip Edward Fisher are available for interviews prior to the concert.  
· Photographs of LSO players and concerts are available in digital form.
· LSO is available for filming and interviews at its dress rehearsal at Boston Latin School.
· Concerts are open to the media, with advance registration. For interviews or to RSVP to the concert, please contact General Manager, Jillian Scales, at info@longwoodsymphony.org or call 617.667.1527.

# # #
ABOUT THE ARTISTS
LONGWOOD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA is a unique ensemble established in 1982 with a mission is to perform concerts of musical excellence and innovation while supporting medically-related nonprofit organizations.  Nearly eighty percent of the orchestra’s 120 musicians are health care professionals, including physicians and medical students from Boston University School of Medicine, Harvard Medical School, Tufts University School of Medicine and U. Mass. Medical School.  
Longwood Symphony Orchestra’s musical mission is as unique as its medical mission. Artistic Director Jonathan McPhee leads LSO in four annual concerts that feature a blend of repertoire standards and less-recognized masterpieces and performs at least one Boston premiere each season.  LSO has reintroduced Boston audiences to works by American composers Barber, Copland and Dello Joio.  In 2009, LSO co-commissioned a new work, Albert Schweitzer Portrait with the words of Nobel Peace Prize laureate Dr. Albert Schweitzer, the music of Gene Scheer, arranged and adapted by Jonathan McPhee.
Longwood Symphony Orchestra’s three major programs combine music, medicine and service to Heal the Community through Music.

Healing Art of Music™ program: Established in 1991, LSO’s award-winning program is designed to help raise awareness and funds for the community’s medically underserved by partnering with health-related nonprofits.  To date, LSO has collaborated with 35 Community Partners, raised over $850,000 and touched the lives of thousands of patients and clients.  In 2007, LSO received the Excellence in Community Engagement Award from the League of American Orchestras for this unique program.

 LSO on Call is a chamber music outreach initiative that brings music directly to those who can no longer attend concerts. LSO chamber musicians perform monthly concerts in hospital wards, rehabilitation centers, and health care facilities.  This program brings healing music to patients, healthcare staff, and to the healer musicians themselves.
LSO Community Conversations is a series of lectures and symposia on the dialogue between the arts and sciences. Topics have included the role of the arts in global AIDS and role of creativity in addressing domestic violence, on International Women’s Day.  In 2008, LSO traveled to London for performances and lectures on Innovations in Cancer Care. In 2009, LSO’s “Crossing the Corpus Callosum: Neuroscience, Healing and the Arts” drew experts, artists and physicians from six states and ten academic institutions.

Longwood Symphony Orchestra presents a comprehensive model of artistic vision and service.  LSO received the 2007 MetLife Award for Excellence in Community Engagement from the League of American Orchestras and today continues to set an example for community engagement nationwide.  On January 31, 2010, Longwood Symphony Orchestra launched a global movement of Symphonic Relief for Haiti.  In partnership with New England Conservatory, LSO has engaged over 25 musical organizations to perform in support of Partners In Health.
For more information about Longwood Symphony Orchestra, visit our website www.longwoodsymphony.org or call 617-667-1527.

JONATHAN MCPHEE was named Music Director and Conductor of the Longwood Symphony Orchestra in 2004 and Artistic Director in 2008, Mr. McPhee is also Music Director of the Lexington Symphony Orchestra, Boston Ballet Orchestra, as well as for the Nashua Symphony Orchestra & Chorus in New Hampshire.

Recent guest engagements include the Portland Symphony Orchestra, Plymouth Philharmonic, Youngstown Symphony Orchestra, the Orquesta Sinfonica de Tenerife in Spain, and the Lithuanian National Orchestra.  Mr. McPhee has also appeared with the BBC Scottish Symphony, Buffalo Philharmonic, the Louisiana Philharmonic, The Hague Philharmonic, Rochester Philharmonic, San Francisco Symphony, Orchestre Colonne (Paris), the National Philharmonic in London, the Danish Radio Symphony Orchestra, and the Bergen Philharmonic in Norway, among others.  Mr. McPhee has conducted for many of the world's premier dance companies, including the New York City Ballet, The Royal Ballet (England), Martha Graham Dance Company, National Ballet of Canada, and the Australian Ballet.  In addition, Mr. McPhee has also conducted opera, appearing with Opera Boston, the American Opera Center in New York, and Boston University Opera, and further extends his diverse repertoire with pops concerts, musical theatre and operetta.

Mr. McPhee's works as an arranger and composer are in the repertoires of orchestras and ballet companies around the world.  His edition of Stravinsky's Rite of Spring is the only authorized reduced orchestration of this work.  Mr. McPhee's compositions and arrangements are published by Boosey & Hawkes, Inc. and his edition of Stravinsky's complete Firebird for Boosey & Hawkes was recently performed by the Philadelphia Orchestra and Baltimore Symphony.

An active educator of both music and ballet, Mr. McPhee is an Artistic Advisor for Young Audiences of Massachusetts and his work with Boston's WCRB-FM on "Kids' Classical Hour" resulted in a 1998 Gabriel Award.

Born in Philadelphia, Mr. McPhee received his L.R.A.M. from the London Royal Academy of Music and a B.M. and M.M. from the Juilliard School.  While at Juilliard, Mr. McPhee was the recipient of a Naumburg Scholarship in Conducting and English Horn.  He has studied with Leonard Brain, David Diamond, Thomas Stacy, Rudolf Kempe, Sixten Ehrling, and participated in master classes with Sir Georg Solti and James Levine at Juilliard.

PHILIP EDWARD FISHER is widely recognized as a unique performer of refined style and exceptional versatility. International tours as a prolific soloist and ensemble musician have taken Mr. Fisher across his native United Kingdom to Italy, Austria, Denmark, Switzerland, Norway, Kenya, Zimbabwe, the Ukraine, and United States.  2002 marked his New York debut at Alice Tully Hall, performing Rachmaninoff’s Third Piano Concerto under the baton of Maestro Larry Rachleff. Mr. Fisher has also appeared in-concert at Merkin Hall and Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center, and his United Kingdom credits include performances at the Purcell Room, Wigmore Hall, Barbican Centre and Royal Festival Hall in London, Usher Hall in Edinburgh, the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall, and Symphony Hall in Birmingham.  Early 2010 will see the release of his debut disc on the NAXOS label, the first in a two-disc set of the Keyboard Suites of Handel. 

The success of Mr. Fisher’s debut with the Royal Scottish National Orchestra led to his immediate re-engagement to tour throughout Scotland with the orchestra the following Season.  May 2006 marked his debut at Tivoli Gardens in Denmark, where he joined the Copenhagen Philharmonic Orchestra in a performance of Beethoven’s “Emperor” Concerto.  Highlights of Mr. Fisher’s 2006-07 Season included recitals across the U.S., most notably as part of the inaugural season of the Morgan Library’s new concert series in New York City, and an appearance at the International Keyboard Festival at Mannes College. The season also marked his first appearance with the Toledo Symphony Orchestra, performing the rarely heard ‘Recollections of Ireland Opus 69’ by Ignaz Moscheles.

Dedicated to the performance of new music, Mr. Fisher has given local and national premieres of numerous contemporary pieces and has worked in close collaboration with prominent composers such as Ronald Stevenson, Thomas Ades, and Arvo Pärt.  In February 2006, Mr. Fisher partook in the New York Miniaturist Ensemble’s innovative concert series, unveiling the world-premiere performance of Karlheinz Stockhausen’s First Natural Durations for solo piano, and he has also appeared at the New York Focus! Festival at Lincoln Center. 

Additionally known for his unique chamber music abilities, Mr. Fisher has become a highly sought-after ensemble performer, giving over fifty concerts per year.  He has shared the stage with renowned performers such as tenor Robert White, pianist Sara Buechner, violinists Elmar Oliviera, Philippe Graffin and Augustin Hadelich, and Principal Trombonist of the New York Philharmonic, Joseph Alessi.  Mr. Fisher has appeared at Music@Menlo, the Beethoven Chamber Music Festival and the Kyoto International Music Festival in Japan. He has been heard on New York’s WQXR and Boston’s WGBH, and has appeared on Ukrainian Television, the BBC, and MTV.       

Philip Edward Fisher began his musical training at the age of nine, and made his first public appearance only a year later.  His concerto debut followed aged 12, performing Shostakovich’s Second Concerto at Birmingham’s Symphony Hall.  During this time, he studied with the pianist and composer, Philip Martin.  In 1993, Mr. Fisher was named a recipient of the John Ogdon Memorial Scholarship, enabling his musical studies to continue at the Purcell School.  That same year, Mr. Fisher was accepted into the studio of Professor Christopher Elton, Head of Keyboard at the Royal Academy of Music in London.  During his studies at the Royal Academy, he was also guided by pedagogues Alexander Satz, Boris Berman, Stephen Kovacevich and Stephen Hough.  He graduated from The Juilliard School in May of 2006, earning his Master’s degree as a student of Joseph Kalichstein and Jerome Lowenthal.  In 2001, Mr. Fisher was granted the Julius Isserlis Scholarship by the Royal Philharmonic Society of London, the largest and most prestigious award of its kind currently available to a British musician, branding the young man with a mark of distinction as one of the finest breakout talents in the UK.
