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LONGWOOD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA PRESENTS 
SOPRANO JOANNA PORACKOVA IN 

WAGNER’S GOTTERDAMMERUNG IN A CONCERT

TO BENEFIT THE ART CONNECTION
(BOSTON) – On December 4, 2010, under the baton of Artistic Director and Conductor Jonathan McPhee, Longwood Symphony Orchestra, the orchestra of Boston’s medical community, will present a concert of Wagner and Borodin at New England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall, performing Alexander Borodin’s Symphony No. 2, Richard Wagner’s Dawn & Siegfried’s Rhine Journey, and Wagner’s Immolation Scene from Gotterdammerung with soprano Joanna Porackova. 

The concert will be in collaboration with the LSO Community Partner, The Art Connection, a unique organization that places visual art in healing spaces across Massachusetts.
The brilliant soprano Joanna Porackova returns to share the Jordan Hall stage with Longwood Symphony Orchestra. As a nurse in Boston, she is a leader in the field of maternal and child health. As a soprano, she has sung in major opera houses across Europe and will appear again with Sir Simon Rattle and Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra in 2012.
Ms. Porackova writes:  “I feel so grateful that I have been able to combine my two careers of vocal performance and nursing.  My intention in both careers is to offer healing.  Each career has helped the other. When I sing a dramatic role, I use my experience as a nurse from all the wonderful clients who have helped me understand their lives--their courage, their heart, their love-- to find the depth in an opera role that I am singing.  

Composer Alexander Borodin, like the members of Longwood Symphony, balanced a full life of music and medicine. He was not only a composer but a physician and professor in chemistry. In 1872, Borodin founded Russia’s first women’s medical college in St. Petersburg.
Through its Healing Art of Music™ program, each Longwood Symphony Orchestra concert is in collaboration with a medically related not for profit organization. For this concert, LSO is proud to partner with The Art Connection.  The Art Connection strives to enrich and empower under-served communities by expanding access to original works of art. They facilitate the choice of art, from artists and other donors, by those who may not have the opportunity to experience the transformative possibilities of art in their lives. In their new environments, the donated art stimulates dialogue, creativity, learning and healing.  
Recognized in 2007 by the League of American Orchestras as a model of community engagement for orchestras nationwide, Longwood Symphony Orchestra has partnered with 37 local medical organizations since 1991 through its Healing Art of Music™ program. Through music, LSO has helped these organizations raise funds, improve care for the medically underserved, and increase community awareness for public health issues including homelessness, HIV/AIDS, nutrition and diseases including diabetes, Lou Gehrig’s Disease and Alzheimer’s.
FACT SHEET
WHO:
Longwood Symphony Orchestra presents a concert featuring soprano Joanna Porackova
 

WHAT:
Alexander Borodin’s Symphony No. 2, Richard Wagner’s Dawn & Siegfried’s Rhine Journey, and Wagner’s Immolation Scene from Gotterdammerung 
WHEN:

Saturday, December 4, 2010 - 8:00 PM

WHERE:
New England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall

290 Huntington Avenue

Boston, MA 02115

MBTA: Green line “E” train to Symphony stop or Orange line to Mass Ave stop
 

TICKETS:
Individual concert tickets from $20-$40.  All tickets are available online at www.longwoodsymphony.org or by phone at 617.667.1527
MEDIA NOTES
· LSO President Dr. Lisa M. Wong, Artistic Director Jonathan McPhee and soprano Joanna Porackova are available for interviews prior to the concert.  
· Photographs of LSO players and concerts are available in digital form.
· Concerts are open to the media, with advance registration. For interviews or to RSVP to the concert, please contact General Manager, Jillian Scales, at info@longwoodsymphony.org or call 617.667.1527.

# # #
ABOUT THE ARTISTS

LONGWOOD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Established in 1982, Longwood Symphony Orchestra is a distinctive organization in Boston’s cultural landscape recognized for its musical quality, innovative programming, and unique business model of community engagement.  For 28 years, the orchestra has performed at New England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall to a varied audience including members of Boston’s medical community, community leaders, and classical music lovers.  Positioned at the crossroads between the arts and the sciences, the orchestra’s membership is composed mainly of health-care professionals, including doctors, medical students, research scientists, nurses, therapists, and other caregivers.  
Longwood Symphony Orchestra’s three major programs combine music, medicine and service to Heal the Community through Music.

Healing Art of Music™ program: Established in 1991, LSO’s award-winning program is designed to help raise awareness and funds for the community’s medically underserved by partnering with health-related nonprofits.  To date, LSO has collaborated with 37 Community Partners, raised over $900,000 and touched the lives of thousands of patients and clients.  In 2007, LSO received the Excellence in Community Engagement Award from the League of American Orchestras for this unique program.

 LSO on Call is a chamber music outreach initiative that brings music directly to those who can no longer attend concerts. LSO chamber musicians perform monthly concerts in hospital wards, rehabilitation centers, and health care facilities.  This program brings healing music to patients, healthcare staff, and to the healer musicians themselves.
LSO Community Conversations is a series of lectures and symposia on the dialogue between the arts and sciences. Topics have included the role of the arts in global AIDS and role of creativity in addressing domestic violence, on International Women’s Day.  In 2008, LSO traveled to London for performances and lectures on Innovations in Cancer Care. In 2009, LSO’s Crossing the Corpus Callosum: Neuroscience, Healing and the Arts drew experts, artists and physicians from six states and ten academic institutions.  Longwood Symphony Orchestra will present Crossing the Corpus Callosum II in January 2011 at Harvard University.
Longwood Symphony Orchestra presents a comprehensive model of artistic vision and service.  LSO received the 2007 MetLife Award for Excellence in Community Engagement from the League of American Orchestras and today continues to set an example for community engagement nationwide.

For more information about Longwood Symphony Orchestra, visit our website www.longwoodsymphony.org or call 617-667-1527.

JOANNA PORACKOVA, soprano
Joanna Porackova has been celebrated for her "soaring majesty" (Opera News) and "huge vocal and emotional range" (Boston Globe) in both the mezzo soprano and soprano dramatic repertoire.  In March 2010 the Boston Musical Intelligencer praised her for "using her impressive instrument to full dramatic effect" for the mezzo soprano solo in Verdi's REQUIEM with the Masterworks Chorale.  The New York Sun, in reviews of DIE WALKUERE in the 2008 Easter Salzburg Festival with the Berliner Philharmoniker under the direction of Sir Simon Rattle singled her out of the Valkyries.  The New York Times praised her for singing with "great fervor and skill" as Magda Sorel in THE CONSUL directed by the composer himself Gian Carlo Menotti at the Washington National Opera, and for "transmitting the character's obsessive passion and warmth" as Senta at Katharina Wagner's directorial debut of DER FLIEGENDE HOLLAENDER  in Wuerzburg Germany.

In 2005 she sang Isolde in TRISTAN UND ISOLDE with the Grand Theatre de Tours, France, under the direction of Jean Yves Ossonce.  The Neue Zuericher Zeitung acclaimed her for her "technical mastery" in the complex title role in the world premiere of Rolf Liebermann's MEDEA at the Stadtheater in Bern under the direction of Daniel Klajner.  James Conlon later engaged her for the same role with the Paris Opera Bastille.  She made her Alice Tully Hall debut (Lincoln Center) singing Anaide to Jerome Hines' MOSE IN EGITTO.

She has been engaged with the Aix en Provence, Salzburg, and Opera North (Canada) Festivals, was well as the  Paris Opera Bastille, Grand Theatre de Tours, Klagenfurt, Wuerzburg, Bern Stralsund, Hong Kong, Boston Lyric, Opera Boston, Seattle, Connecticut, Boston Bel Canto opera companies.  She has performed the title roles of Norma, Tosca, Aida, Medea, Turandot, Dalila, Carmen, Salome, Isolde, and La Wally.  Her concert repertoire includes Wagner's WESENDONCK LIEDER, Strauss's VIER LETZTE LIEDER,  Brahm's REQUIEM, ,the mezzo and soprano roles in the Verdi REQUIEM to name a few.


Her voice has been heard on Swiss National Radio, GOOD MORNING AMERICA, WGBH, BBC, and ARTE and she appears on the DVD of DIE WALKUERE with the Berliner Philharmoniker on the Bel Air Classiques label released in 2009 and as the sole musician on the BBC special "The Estate."

She has performed recitals at the Paris Conservatory, Gerlesborgsskolan, Sweden, and the prestigious Beaulieu Abbey (UK), Boston and New York Wagner Society recital series.  She has released a CD of Rachmaninoff and Medtner songs on the Americus Record label in their Russian Master Series with the acclaimed pianist Dag Achatz. She will be singing a concert of DIE WALKUERE with the Berliner Philharmoniker in 2012. 

Ms. Porackova is honored to perform with the Longwood Symphony again.  She still maintains her RN license, holding a Master of Science degree in Nursing.  Before her music career she taught at the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Boston University School of Nursing, and worked in the Intensive Care Unit at Boston Children's Hospital.
JONATHAN McPHEE
Jonathan McPhee is entering his 6th season as the Artistic Director and Conductor of the Longwood Symphony Orchestra.  Mr. McPhee is also Music Director of the Lexington Symphony Orchestra, Boston Ballet Orchestra, as well as for the Nashua Symphony Orchestra & Chorus in New Hampshire.

Recent guest engagements include the Portland Symphony Orchestra, Plymouth Philharmonic, Youngstown Symphony Orchestra, the Orquesta Sinfonica de Tenerife in Spain, and the Lithuanian National Orchestra.  Mr. McPhee has also appeared with the BBC Scottish Symphony, Buffalo Philharmonic, the Louisiana Philharmonic, The Hague Philharmonic, Rochester Philharmonic, San Francisco Symphony, Orchestre Colonne (Paris), the National Philharmonic in London, the Danish Radio Symphony Orchestra, and the Bergen Philharmonic in Norway, among others.  Mr. McPhee has conducted for many of the world's premier dance companies, including the New York City Ballet, The Royal Ballet (England), Martha Graham Dance Company, National Ballet of Canada, and the Australian Ballet.  In addition, Mr. McPhee has also conducted opera, appearing with Opera Boston, the American Opera Center in New York, and Boston University Opera, and further extends his diverse repertoire with pops concerts, musical theatre and operetta.

Mr. McPhee's works as an arranger and composer are in the repertoires of orchestras and ballet companies around the world.  His edition of Stravinsky's Rite of Spring is the only authorized reduced orchestration of this work.  Mr. McPhee's compositions and arrangements are published by Boosey & Hawkes, Inc. and his edition of Stravinsky's complete Firebird for Boosey & Hawkes was recently performed by the Philadelphia Orchestra and Baltimore Symphony.

An active educator of both music and ballet, Mr. McPhee is an Artistic Advisor for Young Audiences of Massachusetts and his work with Boston's WCRB-FM on "Kids' Classical Hour" resulted in a 1998 Gabriel Award.

Born in Philadelphia, Mr. McPhee received his L.R.A.M. from the London Royal Academy of Music and a B.M. and M.M. from the Juilliard School.  While at Juilliard, Mr. McPhee was the recipient of a Naumburg Scholarship in Conducting and English Horn.  He has studied with Leonard Brain, David Diamond, Thomas Stacy, Rudolf Kempe, Sixten Ehrling, and participated in master classes with Sir Georg Solti and James Levine at Juilliard.

