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LONGWOOD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Opens its 28th season 
with works by Delius and Sibelius
Featuring Violinist Zina Schiff

And co-hosts BACH Symposium on Arts and Healing

October 2, 2010

(BOSTON) – Longwood Symphony Orchestra and Artistic Director and Conductor Jonathan McPhee, announce the first concert of their 2010-2011 season. The October 2nd concert at New England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall will mark the beginning of LSO’s 28th season of Healing our Community through Music.
Under the baton of Maestro Jonathan McPhee, Longwood Symphony Orchestra will perform an evening of symphonic poetry featuring the works of Jean Sibelius and Frederick Delius.  Violinist Zina Schiff brings to life the uninhibited romanticism of Sibelius’ Violin Concerto in D minor, a work made popular by her former teacher, Jascha Heifetz.  The expression of complex emotions through rhapsodic tone poetry continues with Sibelius’ Karelia Suite and Delius’ Walk to the Paradise Garden from his opera A Village Romeo and Juliet.

Recognized in 2007 by the League of American Orchestras as a model of community engagement for orchestras nationwide, Longwood Symphony Orchestra has partnered with 37 local medical organizations since 1991 through its Healing Art of Music™ program. Through music, LSO has helped these organizations raise funds, improve care for the medically underserved, and increase community awareness for public health issues including homelessness, HIV/AIDS, nutrition and diseases including diabetes, Lou Gehrig’s Disease and Alzheimer’s.
This year, LSO opens it season with a conversation on Arts and Healing presented by BACH, Boston Arts Consortium for Health, of which LSO is a founding member.  Prior to the concert, experts in the field will gather to present a symposium to celebrate the range of expertise in Arts and Healing in the greater Boston Area.   

The Arts of Compassion, co-hosted by LSO and Berklee College of Music, will be held at the David Friend Hall at Berklee College of Music from 9:00-5:00 and is open to the public.  Symposium attendees will then join Longwood Symphony Orchestra for its concert performance at Jordan Hall.  For more information, visit http://www.longwoodsymphony.org/bachsymposium.html.
FACT SHEET
WHO:
Longwood Symphony Orchestra presents a concert featuring violinist Zina Schiff
 

WHAT:
Jean Sibelius’ Violin Concerto and Karelia Suites and Frederic Delius’ The Walk to the Paradise Garden
WHEN:

Saturday, October 2, 2010 - 8:00 PM

WHERE:
New England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall

290 Huntington Avenue

Boston, MA 02115

MBTA: Green line “E” train to Symphony stop or Orange line to Mass Ave stop
 

TICKETS:
Season tickets for Longwood Symphony Orchestra’s concert series are $108-$144
Individual concert tickets from $20-$40.  All tickets are available online at www.longwoodsymphony.org or by phone at 617.667.1527
MEDIA NOTES
· LSO President Dr. Lisa M. Wong, Artistic Director Jonathan McPhee and violinist Zina Schiff are available for interviews prior to the concert.  
· Photographs of LSO players and concerts are available in digital form.
· Concerts are open to the media, with advance registration. For interviews or to RSVP to the concert, please contact General Manager, Jillian Scales, at info@longwoodsymphony.org or call 617.667.1527.

# # #
ABOUT THE ARTISTS

LONGWOOD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Established in 1982, Longwood Symphony Orchestra is a distinctive organization in Boston’s cultural landscape recognized for its musical quality, innovative programming, and unique business model of community engagement.  For 28 years, the orchestra has performed at New England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall to a varied audience including members of Boston’s medical community, community leaders, and classical music lovers.  Positioned at the crossroads between the arts and the sciences, the orchestra’s membership is composed mainly of health-care professionals, including doctors, medical students, research scientists, nurses, therapists, and other caregivers.  
Longwood Symphony Orchestra’s three major programs combine music, medicine and service to Heal the Community through Music.

Healing Art of Music™ program: Established in 1991, LSO’s award-winning program is designed to help raise awareness and funds for the community’s medically underserved by partnering with health-related nonprofits.  To date, LSO has collaborated with 35 Community Partners, raised over $850,000 and touched the lives of thousands of patients and clients.  In 2007, LSO received the Excellence in Community Engagement Award from the League of American Orchestras for this unique program.

 LSO on Call is a chamber music outreach initiative that brings music directly to those who can no longer attend concerts. LSO chamber musicians perform monthly concerts in hospital wards, rehabilitation centers, and health care facilities.  This program brings healing music to patients, healthcare staff, and to the healer musicians themselves.
LSO Community Conversations is a series of lectures and symposia on the dialogue between the arts and sciences. Topics have included the role of the arts in global AIDS and role of creativity in addressing domestic violence, on International Women’s Day.  In 2008, LSO traveled to London for performances and lectures on Innovations in Cancer Care. In 2009, LSO’s Crossing the Corpus Callosum: Neuroscience, Healing and the Arts drew experts, artists and physicians from six states and ten academic institutions.  Longwood Symphony Orchestra will present Crossing the Corpus Callosum II in January 2011.
Longwood Symphony Orchestra presents a comprehensive model of artistic vision and service.  LSO received the 2007 MetLife Award for Excellence in Community Engagement from the League of American Orchestras and today continues to set an example for community engagement nationwide.

For more information about Longwood Symphony Orchestra, visit our website www.longwoodsymphony.org or call 617-667-1527.

ZINA SCHIFF, violin

Violinist Zina Schiff’s playing has been described by the New York Times as "Luscious high voltage…vintage Heifetz." A protégée of the legendary Jascha Heifetz, Zina has captivated audiences and critics with her passion and communicative power, soloing with major orchestras and in recital on four continents. 

Of her eleven CDs, Zina’s highly acclaimed debut recordings, Bach/Vivaldi and The Lark Ascending, were as soloist with the Israel Philharmonic. Three recital discs, King David's Lyre, Here's One, and Music of Cecil Burleigh were selected Critics Choice of the Year by American Record Guide. Her latest orchestral CD, on the Naxos label, is the music of Ernest Bloch accompanied by the Royal Scottish National Orchestra, which was named “Recording of the Month" by MusicWeb International and given a perfect 10/10 rating by ClassicsToday.com.    

Zina recorded the sound track for the MGM movie, "The Fixer," composed by Academy-Award-winner Maurice Jarre. Television viewers worldwide saw her on the PBS Nova program "What Is Music?" performing the Sibelius Violin Concerto on an experimental violin designed by Texas A&M Professor Joseph Nagyvary.

Winner of the junior and senior auditions of the Philadelphia Orchestra while a student at The Curtis Institute of Music, Zina received the Young Musicians Foundation Debut Award, San Francisco Symphony Foundation Award, and a grant from the Martha Baird Rockefeller Fund for Music. Musical America named her an "Outstanding Young Artist," and Glamour Magazine selected her one of the "Top Ten College Winners" while at the University of California at Berkeley.

Zina has previously performed in the area at the Isabella Gardner Museum and at the Newport Festival, and she is delighted with her recent move to Boston with her husband, Dr. Ronald Eisenberg, who is a radiologist at the Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center. 


Audiences on four continents have been spellbound by Zina’s "sensational violin talent" (San Francisco Chronicle) and her "complete mastery of the violin" (London Daily Telegraph).

JONATHAN McPHEE 

Jonathan McPhee is entering his 6th season as the Music Director and Conductor of the Longwood Symphony Orchestra.  Mr. McPhee is also Music Director of the Lexington Symphony Orchestra, Boston Ballet Orchestra, as well as for the Nashua Symphony Orchestra & Chorus in New Hampshire.

Recent guest engagements include the Portland Symphony Orchestra, Plymouth Philharmonic, Youngstown Symphony Orchestra, the Orquesta Sinfonica de Tenerife in Spain, and the Lithuanian National Orchestra.  Mr. McPhee has also appeared with the BBC Scottish Symphony, Buffalo Philharmonic, the Louisiana Philharmonic, The Hague Philharmonic, Rochester Philharmonic, San Francisco Symphony, Orchestre Colonne (Paris), the National Philharmonic in London, the Danish Radio Symphony Orchestra, and the Bergen Philharmonic in Norway, among others.  Mr. McPhee has conducted for many of the world's premier dance companies, including the New York City Ballet, The Royal Ballet (England), Martha Graham Dance Company, National Ballet of Canada, and the Australian Ballet.  In addition, Mr. McPhee has also conducted opera, appearing with Opera Boston, the American Opera Center in New York, and Boston University Opera, and further extends his diverse repertoire with pops concerts, musical theatre and operetta.

Mr. McPhee's works as an arranger and composer are in the repertoires of orchestras and ballet companies around the world.  His edition of Stravinsky's Rite of Spring is the only authorized reduced orchestration of this work.  Mr. McPhee's compositions and arrangements are published by Boosey & Hawkes, Inc. and his edition of Stravinsky's complete Firebird for Boosey & Hawkes was recently performed by the Philadelphia Orchestra and Baltimore Symphony.

An active educator of both music and ballet, Mr. McPhee is an Artistic Advisor for Young Audiences of Massachusetts and his work with Boston's WCRB-FM on "Kids' Classical Hour" resulted in a 1998 Gabriel Award.

Born in Philadelphia, Mr. McPhee received his L.R.A.M. from the London Royal Academy of Music and a B.M. and M.M. from the Juilliard School.  While at Juilliard, Mr. McPhee was the recipient of a Naumburg Scholarship in Conducting and English Horn.  He has studied with Leonard Brain, David Diamond, Thomas Stacy, Rudolf Kempe, Sixten Ehrling, and participated in master classes with Sir Georg Solti and James Levine at Juilliard.

